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rofessional wrestling is a sport 

that is often mocked and criti- 
cized for it's use of showmanship, hype 
and glitz. However, critics are quick to 
forget that many of the same wrestlers 
they are criticizing are not only accom- 
plished athletes in the pro rankings, but 
have done extremely well in the ama- 
teur standings as well. Many of 
today’s top names made the transition 
from the collegiate ranks into the pro- 
fessional realm with relative case, 
After all, the rules don't differ that 
much between the two; a victory is 
achieved when you pin your орро- 
nent's shoulders to the mat. 

Some may scoff at professional 
wrestling and look upon it as pseudo 
sport, but in actuality, pro wrestling is 
a sport steeped in tradition and history. 
In fact experts claim the that sport's 
roots can be traced back to the begin- 
ning of the millennium (over one thou- 
sand years) to the Greco-Roman days. 

Take a look at just some amateurs 
who turned pro and were quite success- 
ful at it: 


STEVE “DR DEATH” 
WILLIAMS - heavyweight, 1979 
NCAA tournament 6th place, 1980 
NCAA tournament Sth place, 1981 
NCAA tournament 2nd place. 


MIKE ROTUNDA (IRS) - 1980 
national AAU tournament 6th place 
freestyle, 1981 national AAU tourna- 
ment 6th place freestyle. 


SCOTT STEINER (Scott 
Rechsteiner) - 1985 Midlands tourna- 
ment 4th place, 190 pounds 1986 
NCAA tournament 6th place, 190 
pounds. 


RICK STEINER (Robert 
Rechsteiner) - 1980 Junior College 
Nationals 4th place, 177 pounds. 


JOHN TENTA (Earthquake) - 1982 
Junior World championships, 1st place 
freestyle, super heavyweight. 


OWEN HART - 1986 Canadian col- 


зем” 


Era 


legiate meet 1st place, 190 pounds, 
1986 Canadian amateur national 2nd 
place freestyle, 190 pounds, 


BRAD RHEINGANS - 1976 
Olympic games, 4th place, Greco- 
Roman, 220 pounds, 1975 Pan-Am 
games, gold medal, Greco-Roman, 220 
pounds, 1976 World Cup, gold medal, 
freestyle, 198 pounds. 

Other amateurs who made the suc- 
cessful transition include Bob 
Backlund, Baron Von Raschke, Buzz 
Sawyer, The Cheetah Kid, General 
Adnan, Yoshiaki Yatsu, Riki Chosu, 
The Iron Sheik and many others. 


Hubie Marx 
Editor-In-Chief 
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ey everyone, the Hulkster is 
Н: оп the big screen and 

he’s bigger and badder than 
ever. Catch Hulk Hogan in his new 
flick, SUBURBAN COMMANDO. 
New Line Cinema has pulled all the 
stops out in this one and has created an 
action/adventure/comedy for the entire 
family. Galactic Warrior Shep Ramsey 
(Hulk Hogan), completes a mission 
against the sinister General Suitor 
(William Ball) and reports back to 
headquarters for his next assignment. 
His boss tells him to go on long vaca- 


General Suitor (William Bell) wants to get his 


Ñ Alter his liting many of his wrestling 
Opponents, Christopher Lloyd is a 


breeze for the. Hülkster, 
iA 


tion because the bad guys are looking 
for him. Shep obeys and heads into 
hyperspace, but he encounters prob- 
lems with his ship and heads for the 
nearest planet, Earth. 

While there, he meets up with 
Charlie Wilcox, a mild-mannered 
architect (Christopher Lloyd) and his 
family. The kids go wild over the 
Shep’s massive and impressive body 
(just like wrestling fans do!) while 
Charlie is skeptical and follows Shep 
back to his ship and finds all the 
advanced technology and weaponry he 


Ма 


«ft 
Shep must battle this mitated version of General 


brought to Earth. 

Charlie decides to check out the 
neat equipment and inadvertently sends 
a signal to Shep’s enemies. The action 
from here gets pretty intense and there 
are some great, knuckle biting 
moments. We won’t give away the 
ending, but suffice it to that Hulk rules 
the silver screen as well as the 
wrestling ring. Make sure you catch 
SUBURBAN COMMANDO at a the- 
ater near you in late August. You cer- 
tainly won't be sorry! О 


ғ TIME ТО FLY SOLO? 


Scott should go straight to the top in the WCW. 
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SCOTT STEINER 


BY HOWARD FEINTUCH 


hen Scott Steiner first entered 

the WCW over two years ago, 
nobody could have predicted the 
impact this young man would have, 
He has gone from being referred to as 
“just Rick Steiner's younger brother”, 
to being labeled one of the best techni- 
cal wrestlers in the world today and a 
definite champion of tomorrow. Scott 
Steiner has finally come into his own in 
the big time wrestling scene. He has 
worked hard and has persevered and 
it's now all finally starting to pay off 
for this young lion. Scott Steiner is 
quite capable of dominating the WCW 
singles scene and dethroning Ric Flair 
for all the marbles. His big decision 
now lies with his family loyalty. 
Should he continue teaming with his 
brother Rick, a very mediocre wrestler, 
and share his glory, or should he break 
away and grab it all on his own. 

When you compare Rick and Scott 
Steiner’s ring styles, you quickly see 
the vast differences in their abilities 
and maneuvers. Scott is much better 
built, is certainly stronger and is a heck 
of a better wrestler than his brother. 
While Rick's main moves in the ring 
tend to be limited to basic suplexes, 
kicks, punches and bodyslams, Scott 
regularly employs more sophisticated 
moves that require a much higher 
degree of skill, There is nobody in 
wrestling today that can equal Scott's 
infamous Frankensteiner move. 
Simply put, Scott Steiner runs circles 
around his older brother. Even though 
Rick has been wrestling a year longer 
than Scott, he just hasn't progressed 
and improved over the years like his 
younger sibling has. Without Scott, 
Rick Steiner maybe all washed up and 
will probably fade from the limelight 
very quickly. Scott, on the other hand, 
has nowhere to go but up, up, up. 

Scott Steiner began his career in 
1987, wrestling under his family name, 
Scott Rexsteiner. His early days were 
spent in the WWA and CWA. While 
he worked these smaller promotions, 


Scott was able to gain valuable ring 
experience and hone his skills to razor 
sharp precision. It wasn’t long before 
the young Steiner was headlining cards 
for these groups and all the while, he 
was looking onward to a bigger and 
brighter future that was destined to 
become his. Rick meanwhile, was a 
national wrestling star for the WCW. 
This promotion kept their carefully 
trained eyes on his brother and quickly 
decided that teaming the two brothers 
would bring great financial success. 
Thus, Scott Steiner made his way into 
the WCW. 

Since teaming together, the Steiner 
Brothers have been called by many 
“the greatest tag team to ever compete 
in the WCW.” Indeed, the two have 
proven to be a near unbeatable team. 
As a duo, Scott and Rick went all the 
way to the top when they captured the 
promotion's tag team championships in 
late 1989. They ruled the tag team 
division for quite a while but subse- 
quently lost the belts to Doom. Since 
there is nothing else they can accom- 
plish as a team short of retaking the 
world tag team titles, perhaps now is 
the time for them to break up and pur- 
sue their own careers. Fans and media 
alike are anxious to see what Scott 
Steiner could do if he focused full time 
on winning a singles title. 

Rick Steiner, on the other hand, 
shines in the charisma department but 
lacks ability. He is the one who likes 
to play and joke around during matches 
and interviews while his brother is 
always totally business-like. Insiders 
claim that the WWF is interested in 
Ricks free-flowing style while Scott's 
seriousness appeals to the WCW. 
If Rick and Scott do split, the only 
comfort fans of the Steiners can take is 
the fact that it would be highly unlikely 
for the two to do battle against each 
other, because chances are good that 
they won't even appear in the same 
promotion, 

In his initial singles matches, Scott 
Steiner has appeared uncomfortable. 
He looks almost as if he wants to 
instinctively tag out to a partner. Scott 
has already proven he has the ability to 
beat Ric Flair, which more than 90% of 
the wrestlers in the WCW can't do. 
Now he must wrestle by himself on a 
regular basis so he can grow accus- 


This guy's body is pure muscle! 
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tomed to the pace and style of singles This young man possesses enough Watch out for great things from Scott 


matches. If Rick Steiner wants a sin- talent and technical know-how to Steiner. He certainly is not one who 
gles title, rest assured he will get one. really go far in the wrestling world. will disappoint! О 


Scott is poised and ready for action. (photo by Bart Fabian) Steiner thinks he looks very good in gold! 


RR 


22 
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SOARING ABOVE THE COMPETITION! 


Pillman works hard on maintaining his excellent physique. 


BY HOWARD FEINTUCH 


ел Brian Pillman arrived on the 
NWA scene in June of 1989, 
many observers were not sure what to 
expect from the former Cincinnati 
Bengal. The fans knew little about 
Pillman except that he had been a 
standout in Stampede Wrestling in 
Calgary as a member of Badd 
Company (with WWF star Bret Hart's 
brother, Bruce). It took some time, but 
“Flyin” Brian Pillman eventually 
proved he belonged in one of the pre- 
mier wrestling promotions of the day. 

Brian Pillman was originally 
brought into the NWA when the pro- 
motion was scouting up and coming 
stars in the country that had potential to 
be attractions on the larger circuits. 
The two wrestlers who entered the pro- 
motion at the same time as Pillman 
were Scott Hall and Sid Vicious. Hall 
and Pillman decided to follow the typi- 
cal route and work their way up the 
ranks slowly and steadily, while the 
6'8", 320 pound Vicious decided that 
rulebreaking would be his quickest 
route to the top. 

Sid Vicious became an immediate 
star soon after he started wrestling in 
the NWA, but Brian Pillman and Scott 
Hall toiled in the preliminary ranks for 
some time. Hall and Pillman frequent- 
ly teamed up in an attempt to get 
noticed by the promotion's top brass. 
The two had desire and eagerness in 
the ring, but they found themselves los- 
ing to more experienced duos so they 
never got the recognition they craved. 
In addition, many felt that while Scott 
Hall had the size and strength to be a 
success in wrestling, he had a history 
of being an underachiever. It became 
obvious to those in the know that Hall 
was just holding back his smaller and 
quicker partner. 

Eventually, Brian Pillman also saw 
the light and decided his best chance at 
stardom was as a singles competitor. 
He broke away from his hapless part- 
ner and left his friend, Scott Hall 
floundering in the preliminary ranks. 
Hall was eventually was dismissed 
from the NWA. Meanwhile, Pillman, 
who had attracted some fan attention 
with his good looks and exciting moves 
in the ring, was well on his way, but it 
wasn't until Ric Flair took him under 
his wing that Brian’s career really 


A fan give Pillman a touch of 
support. (photo by Mark Hill) 
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Flyin' Brian is a real powerhouse wrestler. 
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began to take off. 

As he began to get a promotional 
push, Pillman was seen on television 
more and more. At first his interviews 
were horrible. His screechy voice and 
rambling talk made him unbearable to 
listen to, but as time progressed, Brian 
Pillman became more relaxed at the 
microphone and his interviews became 
smoother and he sounded better and 
more in control. 

In addition to helping Brian with 
his interviews, Ric Flair also taught 
him plenty of moves and maneuvers 
that would help him improve his skills 
in the wrestling ring. Pillman was a 
quick learner and with his newfound 
knowledge and confidence, he chal- 
lenged Lex Luger for his U.S. title. 
Although he battled valiantly, Pillman 
was clearly the underdog. All in all, 
“Flyin” Brian put up a valiant effort in 
his matches against Luger and almost 
upset the muscular champ on a number 
of occasions. 3 

After his feud with Lex Luger, 
Pillman was ready for change. He 
formed a tag team with “Z-Man” Tom 
Zenk and together the two captured the 
U.S. tag team championship. Brian 
Pillman had finally arrived and he did 
it in style. 

Pillman and Zenk dropped the tag 
titles some time ago and subsequently 
broke up. Now, Brian Pillman is on 
the prowl for a title once again. 
However, this time it is a singles strap. 
No more tag titles for “Flyin” Brian. 
He wants to bask in the glory and not 
share the spotlight with anyone. After 
initially struggling to reach the top, 
Brian Pillman is now widely recog- 
nized as one of the elite men in the 
WCW. He has held a title, challenged 
for the two major singles title and over- 
all improved tremendously in his con- 
duct both in and out of the ring. 
Currently, Pillman can be found in 
main or semi-main events facing the 
best wrestlers the WCW has to offer. 
One of the highlights of his career has 
been when he recently wrestled in the 
Main Event of Wrestlewar 91. 

Brian Pillman has achieved a great 
deal during his stay in the WCW. Only 
bigger and better things can be in store 
for this talented youngster. He's even 
being touted as the Magnum TA of the 
9075. Ав time progresses Pillman will 
only continue to defy odds and fly 
higher and higher in the WCW. О 


SGT. SLAUGHTER- 


TRAITOR OR VICTIM? с о: sas os елен 


Slaughter Turns Traitor in the 

BY STEVE MUELLER PHOTOS BY IAN SCHULTZ Persian Gulf” promotional angle, Titan 

Sports, its CEO, Vince McMahon, and 

the stars of the sordid little army 

This has got to be the most ridiculous get-up Slaughter has ever worn. drama, Hulk Hogan ши SUEDE have 

been blasted by both the wrestling and 
mainstream media. 

McMahon and Slaughter, and to a 
lesser extent Hogan, have been 
described as vultures preying on the 
corpses of fallen soldiers. This time, 
the WWF is accused of going way 
beyond its usual bad taste, previously 
evidenced by a preoccupation with toi- 
lets, battered women, racial stereotypes 
and emotional torture. Now the WWF 
has entered a dark netherworld where 
the stakes are higher and the conse- 
quences for failure far more dire. 

In trying to link Hulk Hogan and 
Sergeant Slaughter with America’s real 
life was effort in the Persian Gulf, 
Titan Sports crossed the fine line that 
exists between what casual’ wrestling 
fans, the bulk of any wrestling event’s 
audience, will accept as exploitable and 
what they will not. When that fine line 
is crossed, the result can be the loss of 
the casual fan’s interest in the mat 
sport. 

And while it may indeed be true 
that McMahon 'and Titan Sports have 
proved themselves worthy of expulsion 
from the thoughts of all but the most 
hardcore WWF fan, that psychic expul- 
sion will probably never occur, and 
there are other things 10 consider 
regarding this sorry wrestling angle. 
Perhaps the most important of which is 
just what effect becoming the biggest 
turncoat since Macho Man turned on 
the Hulkster will have on the career 
and personal life of Sergeant Slaughter. 
Is he a genuine villain or is he the real 
victim of a dumb promotional angle 
that went too far. 

Once, a long time ago in what 
seemed like a galaxy far, far away, 
Sergeant Slaughter was among the 
most hated wrestlers in the sport. 
Then, as a result of a confrontation 
with the Iron Sheik during the height of 

the Iranian hostage crisis, the Sarge 
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became one of the popular wrestlers to 
ever appear in WWF rings. The Sarge, 
who in real life was never a member of 
the Marine Corps or any other branch 
of military service, was second only to 
Hulk Hogan in importance in the 
wrestling scheme of things. Then the 
magic carpet ride ended. 

As the end of 1985 approached, 
Slaughter and Vince McMahon Jr., as 
he was called at the time, could not 
agree on a new contract, McMahon 
wanted a piece of th endorsement 
money the Sarge was getting for being 
the official spokesman of “СІ Joe” 
toys. The Sarge figured he didn’t need 
a business partner like Vince and exit- 
ed the WWF. 

Slaughter then wrestled for Pro 
Wrestling America, an attempt by the 


Slaughter may be able to retake the gold if he reverts back to his old ways 


NWA and AWA to join forces and stop 
the McMahon juggernaut that was then 
spreading across America. When that 
promotional alliance crumbled, the 
Sarge became a star on the independent 
circuit and later in Verne Gagne's 
nightmare promotion, the AWA. 
During this time, a cartoon character, 
modeled after Slaughter, became as 
familiar a hero to children across 
America as GI Joe himself. 

Then in June, 1990, with his GI 
Joe stint apparently over, and reported- 
ly in need of financial security, 
Slaughter returned to the WWF. In 
videos promoting his return, he was 
again the snarling drill sergeant with a 
bad attitude. In promotional spots, he 
told WWF fans how they let him down, 
how their new support of the suddenly 


Lithuanian Nikolai Volkoff was trea- 
son. “Volkoff is still a dirty Commie,” 
yelled Slaughter. “Americans have 
gone soft. I no longer want you to 
cheer for me, You are all maggots. 
Only maggots cheer for a Commie,” 

is turn to villainy, though poorly 
explained and ill timed, was acceptably 
simply because it was a wrestling pro- 
motional angle, However, it was an 
unproductive one because Slaughter 
was obviously more marketable as an 
American Hero. After all, he was firm- 
ly established in the minds of a genera- 
tion of Americans as a hero just a notch 
below Hulk Hogan and Superman. 
And since the WWF's target market is 
children, why disgrace a mainstream 
hero whose figure is in the toy chest of 
ever kid who collects the big selling 
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line of СІ Joe figures and equipment? 
Combine with that America's reborn 
patriotism and new respect for the mili- 
tary, and it becomes clear that 
Slaughter should have been cast as a 
hero. Why then is he a villain of the, 
worst sort? Ah, why indeed. Now the 
story gets personal. 

Vince McMahon never forgave 
Slaughter for leaving the WWF at the 
height of his popularity back in 1985. 
This was Slaughter’s punishment, a 
punishment much like that which 
McMahon administered to the late 
Adrian Adonis when he forced Adonis 
to assume an effeminate persona. And 
perhaps Slaughter’s turn to villainy 
would have just been a minor footnote 
in wrestling history if war in the 
Persian Gulf had not erupted. 

But the war did happen and 
McMahon’s decision to make 
Slaughter a traitor and an ally of 
Saddam Hussein and the Iraqi army 
brought the WWF across that fine line. 
The Federation’s attempt to capitalize 
on the blood of American soldiers was, 
of course, reprehensible. But it is not 
Sergeant Slaughter who deserves to be 
chastised. He was only a wrestler play- 
ing a role, doing what he had to do in 
order to feed his family. It is instead 
the WWF's braintrust who deserves the 
blame for what will be called 
wrestling’s most disgusting promotion- 
al tactic of all time. 

As for Sergeant Slaughter, those 
fans who expected to see him renounce 
his alleged Iraqi allies after he lost the 
WWF title to Hogan at Wrestlemania 
VII were disappointed. Instead, the 
WWF had brought back the Iron Sheik, 
using a new name but still identifiable 
as the Iron Sheik, to be a friend and 
military ally of Slaughter and his man- 
ager, General Adnan. 

Shortly after Wrestlemania VII, 
Slaughter threw fire in Hulk Hogan’s 
face to renew the feud. The two will 
battle each other in main events across 
America, heading towards the final 
showdown at Summer Slam ‘91. 

Sergeant Slaughter’s career has 
certainly been revitalized. Still, one 
can only wonder, as Slaughter dons the 
bullet proof vest he now must wear-in 
public and goes to the bank to cash his 
check, if he really, in his heart, believes 
it was all worth it. I 
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Slaughter unloads a right to Jim Duggan's nose. 


ost of the wrestlers who make it 

in the WWF these days are men 
who stand well over 6 feet tall and 
weigh anywhere from 250 pounds to 
450 pounds. Very few wrestlers of 
smaller stature ever survive in this рго- 
motion because they are simply over- 
whelmed by the giants of the WWF 
that they have to face night after night. 
One man, Pat Tanaka, has gone against 
the odds and silenced critics who 
claimed his 5” 9”” 200 pound frame 
wouldn't last more than a week in the 
World Wrestling Federation. Although 
he is by no means a main event 
wrestler or even in title contention, Pat 
Tanaka of The Orient Express has defi- 
nitely been an overachiever in the 
WWF. 

The story goes that when Tanaka 
was first trying to break into the sport 
of wrestling he was so small that pro- 
moters would not let him in the ring. 
However, he was desperate to become 
a professional wrestler and be involved 
in the business. Consequently, Pat 
decided to use refereeing as his ticket 
into the world of pro wrestling. He 
worked hard and dreamed of the day 
when he could remove the striped shirt 
and realize his potential in the squared 
circle, 

Pat Tanaka first started to get 
national attention while he was com- 
peting in the AWA in the late eighties. 
In the AWA, Tanaka teamed with Paul 
Diamond to form Bad Company. The 
manager of Bad Company was 
Diamond Dallas Page, the current man- 
ager of The Freebirds. Tanaka and 
Diamond, with Page at their side, 
proved to be quite a formidable duo. 
During much of their tenure in the 
AWA, Bad Company feuded with 
Marty Jannetty and Shawn Michaels, 
The Rockers (then known as The 
Midnight Rockers). The highlight of 
their career as a tag team was winning 
the AWA tag team championships. 
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Like many teams before them, Bad 
Company eventually split. Paul 
Diamond became a fan favorite while 
Tanaka remained a rulebreaker with his 
manager, The two feuded for a period 
of time before Paul Diamond left for 
the WWF. Tanaka spent the next sever- 
al months wrestling singles in the 
AWA. It soon became obvious that 
singles wrestling was not his forte; he 
was getting himself manhandled by 
larger, stronger opponents. When word 
got out that the NWA was interested in 
bringing in Pat Tanaka to manage The 
J-Tex Corporation, their top rulebreak- 
ing group, the WWF quickly signed 
Tanaka to a contract. 

In the WWF Pat Tanaka was 
teamed with Akio Sato to form The 
Orient Express. Mr Fuji provided man- 


чү 


agerial guidance for the team. Pat 
ÓTanaka soon proved he belonged in the 
WWF. He thrived when matched 
against smaller, quicker wrestlers like 
The Rockers and Bret Hart. When pit- 
ted against the “lighter weight” men of 
the WWF Tanaka could show his full 
array of offensive moves. The Orient 
Express-Rockers feud was one of the 
most of exciting tag team feuds seen in 
the rings of the WWF. 

Due to obligations with a Japanese 
wrestling promotion that is affiliated 
with the WWF, Akio Sato left the 
WWF. Pat Tanaka's new partner in the 
Orient Express is aman known only as 
Kato. Many experts feel Kato’s true 
identity is that of Paul Diamond, 
Tanaka's former partner in the AWA. 
If this is true, that would explain why 


Tanaka takes control of Marty Jannetty. 


Pat's happy after his 
most recent victory. 
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Kato and Tanaka seem 10 work natural- 
ly well together. 

With each match he has in the 
WWF, Pat Tanaka continues to earn 
the respect of fans and fellow wrestlers 
with his aggressive intense style. 
Anything Tanaka афісуев in the 
Federation from now on will just be 
ісіпд on the cake because he has 
already done what was thought to be 
impossible: he became а star in the 
WWF. QU 


“Get ready, ‘cause here | come!” 
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BY MIKE MOONEYHAN 

Bobby “The Brain” Heenan, man- 
ager extraordinaire and one of the 
most colorful figures in the World 
Wrestling Federation, doesn't mince 
words when asked why he’s remained 
in the sport for 25 years. 

“Wrestling has provided me with a 
way of life in which I don’t have to get 


up real early in the morning and have 


a guy named ‘Junior’ with dirty thumb- 
nails tell me what to do,” says the 
~ brash Heenan. “I make a very good liv- 


ing at it and zm ane ER as 
much time as I want. It’s al ause 
Even crutches can't hold Heenan down! of professional wrestling.” 

There’s not much Heenan hasn’t 
done in his career. In addition to being 
one of the most successful managers in 
the sport, Heenan is also co-host of the 
popular “Prime-Time Wrestling” and 
“WWF Wrestling Challenge.” “Prime- 
Time,” aired in the 9-11 p.m. Monday 
night time slot, has been the top-rated 
show on the USA cable network and the 
top-rated wrestling show on cable. 
Many fans tune in just to see the on- 
screen rivalry between Heenan and his 
co-host, Gorilla Monsoon. 

“Monsoon’s the kind of guy who likes 
to get to me,” Heenan says. “He likes 
to stick it to me and argue, and I like 
to argue with him. But nothing phys- 
ical will ever come of it because he’d 
probably kill me. He was a tremendous 
athlete who weighed 420 pounds when 
he wrestled. But we’re not going to get 
into it on television. And with as much 
as he likes to argue with me and I like 
to argue with him, it's stimulating.” 

Heenan has praise for his “Wrest- 
ling Challenge” sidekick, WWF owner 
Vince McMahon. 

“Vince McMahon is the greatest 
television marketing mind I've ever 
met in my life. He’s taken something 
that has been popular for years and 
made it better, which is hard to do. And 
he's kept it there. There were so many 
greedy promoters over the years who 
didn’t want it to become big because 
then everyone would demand more 
money.” 

Over the years “The Brain” has man- 
aged some of the sport’s top names, 
including Nick Bockwinkel, Andre The 
Giant, Black Jack Mulligan, Harley 
Race and Larry Hennig. But Heenan 
says Curt (Mr. Perfect) Hennig, the 
second-generation Hennig, is the finest 
athlete he’s ever managed. 

“At one time I would have said An- 
dre The Giant was the top wrestler I 
ever managed. But now I'd have to say 
Curt Hennig. His dad was a fantastic 
athlete, but he’s the most phenomenal 
athlete I’ve ever seen. You have to say 
Andre is special because of his size, but 
Гуе never seen the sheer explosive 
power and energy that Curt Hennig 
has. 
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“You take a guy like Mark Gastineau 
when he played for the New York Jets 
and“see how he used to come off that 
line. There's not many people who 
could do that. Curt Hennig is like that. 
He’ t so quick and so fast and so 
resilient. You can throw him out of the 
ring and he'll land on his feet. He's like 
а cat. 

“And he’s extremely arrogant and 
cocky, and that's great. You've got to 
have pride in your product. Lee 
lacocca thinks his Chryslers are best. 
mats why they’re selling.” 

leenan, whọ manages The Barbar- 
ian in addition to Hennig, says that un- 
like some other managers, he respects 
his wrestlers and works with the WWF 
committee in helping arrange matches 
and locations. The bigger the arena 
and gate, the bigger the chunk for his 
wrestlers, He also gives his men the 
option of accepting or rejecting 
matches. 

“With a wrestler like Curt Hennig as 
Intercontinental champion, you can 
demand a lot more,” Heenan says. 
“After I get the dates, I’ll show them to 
him. And I'll ask him, ‘What do you 
want to do? I’m not the kind of guy who 
says, ‘You're going here, you're going 
there.’ That's why I call it ‘the Family.’ 

“I don't believe in telling someone 
what to do. I don’t like to be told what 
to do, If you tell someone what to do, 
you don’t have respect for them. The 
guy taking tickets at the theater can 
tell you what to do, but he’s making a 
buck an hour,” 

Heenan, at six foot and 235 pounds, 
has taken his scrapes as a wrestler but 
discovered in the early going that he 
would last a lot longer in the business 
by concentrating on the managerial 
end. 


“I never cared much for wrestling 
because the last thing I want is some 
bigsweaty guy picking me up in the air 
and throwing me around,” he says. “I 
get more satisfaction beating a guy 
ДЕУ Anybody сап do physical 
work.” 

Тһе 46-year-old Heenan suffered his 
most serious ring injury in 1984 when 
he broke his neck during a match in 


Japan. 

“One of the Japanese boys came off 
the top rope and landed on the side of 
my face and took my head to the left 
and cracked a vertebra,” he says. “I 
had to go through therapy, and that’s 
why I don’t care to wrestle anymore.” 

Heenan, who says he came by the 
name “The Brain” simply by outsmart- 
ing people, likes to keep his social life 
and his wrestling persona separate. 

“I don’t socialize with anybody out- 
side the ring because I have to see 
them so much and be around people, I 
pla lot of golf and I stay home. 

'sit. My free time is very relaxing 
— even on the planes. I even try to 
avoid traveling with my wrestlers be- 
cause you see enough of them, and fa- 
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miliarity breeds contempt.” 

Heenan, always a center of 
controversy in wrestling circles, made 
headlines of a different sort when he 
was arrested this past New Year's Eve 
in Tampa, Fla., on drug charges. 

to news reports, Heenan 
passed out aboard a Northwest Air- 
lines flight from Detroit to Tampa and 
was taken to a hospital after the flight 
crew was unable to revive him. 

Airport police, upon searching 
Heenan's luggage for possible medica- 
tion, discovered 48 grams of mari- 
juana, two pipes with marijuana resin 
and a pipe tool. Heenan, who lives in 
Tampa, was later charged with posses- 
sion of controlled substances. 

Heenan was released on $3,000 bond. 
Тһе incident has not affected his status 
with the WWF. 


ЖАҒЫН р: and Glory. What a 

P Doesn’t it command 

automatic respect and make 

you want to stand at attention? Well, 

Paul Roma and Hercules, under man- 

STRIVING FOR PERFECTION ager’s Slick guidance want you to 
focus your attention on their winning 


ways. The team’s members are both 
veteran grapplers and know what it 
takes to consistently win in the WWF. 
The Federation’s tag team title is the 
priority the twosome are gunning for, 
‘but on their way to the top they will 
attempt to destroy and humiliate the 
competition that stands in their way. 
Power and Glory are prepared to do 
whatever is necessary in order to gain 
the gold they so desperately seek. 

Slick’s duo are going out of their 
way to make life miserable for the 
Federation’s other tag teams. Their 
motto is “they don’t submit, they don’t 
surrender and they just don’t care!” It 
seems like this team is destined for 
greatness and has a winning attitude, 
yet they don’t get the recognition due 
them. Instead, fans cheer for the Nasty 
Boys, Hart Foundation and Legion of 
Doom and leave Power and Glory in 
the dust. Well, the time has come to 
give this team the respect they so richly 
deserve. 

Roma and Hercules are a no-frills 
combination and you can even so far as 
to label them “generic” because there is 
no fancy gimmick here. Instead, you 
find wrestling, pure and simple. Slick 
has worked long and hard to find each 
man’s strengths and weaknesses and 
has successfully molded Roma and 
Hercules into a tag team tank that can 
steamroll the competition. They just 
keep rolling over their opponents and 
vow never to stop until they reach the 
top of the tag team division. 

Sure, Power and Glory have lost 
matches here and there but after each 
disappointing performance, they return 
to the squared circle with less respect 
and more contempt for their opponents. 
Slick’s duo recklessly twist and pull 
their foes body parts in directions they 
are not supposed to go in and rejoice 
when they are able to make their unfor- 
tunate victims cry ош in pain. You 


Paul Roma shows the ladies what he's made of! 
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have to wonder sometimes if each man Looks like Hercules is getting ready to inflict some 
is really aware of his own strength, serious damage. 

Hercules acts as the set-up man, 
plummeting the challengers with power 
moves. He drains every last ounce of 
their strength with bodyslams, running 
powerdives, bear hugs and backbreak- 
ers. Even simple moves like applying 
tremendous pressure with an armbar, 
brings a smile to his face when his vic- 
tim screams in agony. 

“Romeo” Roma, as Gorilla 
Monsoon has dubbed the handsome 
other half of the team, has been ordered 
by Slick to keep the enemy off their 
feet and on their backs and he does so 
with great pride, Roma zeros in for the 
attack by executing dropkicks to the 
jaw and nose and he does so with the 
precision of a gemologist cutting dia- 
monds, You know Power and Glory 
mean business when they come to the 
ring. The first tip-off is a look at their 
hands. They are heavily taped and this 
leaves no room to doubt that the duo’s 
powerful arms will be packing power- 
ful punches and vicious forearm 
smashes, 

There have been times when 
Power and Glory have so totally domi- 
nated a match that fans at ringside have 
the need to scream for mercy. But 
even when a victory is decisively 
theirs, Slick refuses to allow them to let 
up and shows no compassion for their 
fallen foes, When Hercules puts a pun- 
ishing suplex on an opponent, Roma 
immediately follows up by flying head 
first off the top turnbuckle splashing 
down across the torso of his fallen foe. 
The team’s timing has proven to be 
effective and motivating and nobody 
does it better than Paul and Hercules. 
This attitude has caused many of their 
fellow wrestlers to hate them. Case in 
point; during a recent tag team battle 
royal, it was clear when the timekeep- 
er’s bell began the brawl that Power 
and Glory were the prime targets of 
many, A majority of those observing 
the free-for-all claimed that they had 
never seen such unbridled hatred 
directed against one team. Eventually, 
Hawk and Animal of The Legion of 
Doom had to double team Hercules in 
order for them to disqualify Power and 
Glory. 

Roma and Hercules claim that the 
Hart Foundation and The Rockers have 
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given them the toughest time in the 
ring. Hercules also says that he 
admires the Nasty Boys and hopes that 
at some point down the road, the two 
teams will combine their efforts in 
eight man tag clashes. Its quite possi- 
ble that Hernandez sees shades of him- 
self in his younger days in the Boys 
„from New York. But, make no mistake 
about it, Power and Glory would also 
love to take on The Nasty Boys for the 
gold. “All’s fair in love, war and 
wrestling, and we know the biggest 
money goes to the team with the tag 
straps,” Hercules snarled, 

Hercules and Paul are quite com- 
fortable with each other both in and out 
of the ring and remain friends. They 
know that their teaming is something 
that was meant to be and agree that © 
their expertise lies in tag contests. In” 
short, they are good for each other. 
When Paul Roma teamed with Jim 
Powers to form The Young Stallions, 
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Herc and his chain have caused many great pain. 


their success was quite limited. 
Hercules hadn't seen a title bout in 
years and was more than happy to join 
Slick and Roma in a quest for fame, 
fortune and gold. Yes, the pairing of 
these two behemoths proved to be a 
stroke of genius for all concerned. 
Look for Power and Glory to take 
on the Legion of Doom very shortly. If 
LOD doesn't have the belts by the time 
you read this, they will in a very short 
time and Hercules and Roma will then 
be only one step away from the gold. 
“Even though we might be the under- 
dogs in that match, don't expect us not 
to kick some serious butt,” Hercules 
stated confidently. “I can bust any 
bone at will on any man, Paul and me 
are the best team the WWF has seen in 
years and it’s about time the fans real- 
ized that.” Well, whether you respect 
them or not, Power and Glory are cer- 
tainly a team that is too darn talented to 
be ignored! I 


` Hercules is the “power” half of the duo. 


VRESTLING EYE 35 


WRESTLING EVE 37 


an 
„2. 98 WRESTLING EYE 
Ë . - 


MR. PERFECT 
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Luger's twists his opponent's massive arm. 


You're looking al a test of superhuman strength. 


THE NASTY BOYS 


CHAMPS OR CHUMPS?! 


BY STEVE MUELLER 


s= the Nasty Boys, Brian Knobbs 
and Jerry Saggs, won the WWF tag 
team straps at Wrestlemania VII, an 
amazing accomplishment for wrestlers 
who have been professionals for little 
more than three years. Sure, even 
though that victory was anything but 
decisive, and was actually won because 
the ref missed the interference of 
Jimmy Hart's megaphone, the Nasty 
Boys and their always annoying man- 
ager believe it has established them as 
one of the WWF's major attractions. 
And sure, they were about to achieve 
similar success in World 
Championship Wrestling just before 
they decided to join up with Titan 
Sports. So, it stands to reason that the 


Nasty Boys are certainly one of the mat 
sport's premier tag teams. 
Surprisingly, there are many 
wrestling experts who believe that the 
Nasty Boys are only temporary stars. 
They believe the Nasty Boys will soon 
fade into oblivion, fade as quickly as 
they rose to international prominence 
with their title win at Wrestlemania 
VIL These experts classify the Nasty 
Boys as two brawlers who got lucky 
and caught the Hart Foundation on an 
off-night, “The Nasty Boys aren't 
what you would call ring technicians,” 
says a prominent veteran referee who 
wishes to remain anonymous. “They 
have a lot to learn. They need to devel- 
op fluidity in the ring and they need to 


develop some really effective finishing 
moves.” 

These same experts predict that as 
soon as the Nasty Boys meet a legiti- 
mately great tag team, such as the 
Legion of Doom, they will quickly 
become ex-champions. “It is not that 
the Nasty Boys are so good,” says one 
noted wrestling historian, “it's just that 
there are so few really excellent tag 
teams operating in the sport today, 
especially in the WWF. Consequently, 
the Boys may hold the title for awhile 
simply because they have no real com- 
petition. And besides, Jimmy Hart is a 
master at helping his team hold on to a 
championship belt, but remember, this 
fact doesn't make the team good.” 
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Others say that the youth and inex- 
perience of the Nasty Boys will work 
against them. “They haven't been 
wrestling long enough to have the ring 
savvy needed to hold on to the belts for 
a long time,” one WWF expert confid- 
ed. “This situation reminds me of the 
time Tommy Rich won the NWA 
Heavyweight belt. He lost that same 
belt about a week after he won it and 
he lost it not because he was a bad 
wrestler, He lost it because he was too 
young to deal with the pressures of 
being a champion. Those very same 
pressures are likely to cause the down- 
fall of the Nasty Boys.” 

Despite the criticisms of the 
experts, it must be noted that there is 
another equally large group of 
wrestling notables who have quite a 
different opinion of the Nasty Boys. 
Many of these experts followed the 
careers of Saggs and Knobbs from their 
origin in small Southern promotions, 
through their days in the AWA nether- 
world, and then in the WCW, until 
their debut in the WWF. These experts 
call the Nasty Boys the best young tag 
team in the sport and predict ring great- 
ness for the two brawlers. 

“These guys are the real thing,” 
say Professor Victor Chirel, respected 
academian and mat enthusiast. “They 
are from a different school of wrestling 
than Rick Steamboat and Ric Flair, you 
Know, the ring technicians. The Nasty 
Boys have a style that follows Stan 
Hansen and Bruiser Brody. They are 
slam bang brawlers who don't have to 
worry about how to reverse a hammer- 
lock. They will break his arm before 
an opponent can even apply a hammer- 
lock. 

Still the question remains. Are the 
Nasty Boys champs or chumps? Are 
they destined to be invited to join the 
elite group of premiere tag teams, like 
the Fabulous Kangaroos, the Graham 
Brothers, and Antonio Rocco and 
Miguel Perez, or will they just be 
remembered as another tag team who 
thought they were special. The answer 
will quickly unfurl in the coming 
months when the Nasty Boys take on 
the best tag teams in the WWF. Stay 
tuned. Q 
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Gi Valentine was once recog- GREG VALEN | INE 


nized as one of the top performers 1 
іп the world of professional wrestling, WRES | LING S 
He regularly headlined shows in large 
cities and was continually in the news. FORGO | | ЕМ © [ AR 
However, recent years have not been as 
kind to him. With each passing day, 
Greg, “The Hammer” Valentine fades BY HOWARD FEINTUCH 
further and further into obscurity. 

Greg started his career in the N ç 
NWA. He was not only very success- Is isit for “The Hammer" to 
ful in that particular promotion, he was finally retire? 
also greatly feared by many. It didn't 
matter if he was teaming with Ric Flair 
or facing his nemesis, Roddy Piper in a 
dog collar match, Valentine could 
always be found dishing out his fair 
share of punishment and wreaking 
tremendous amounts of havoc. 
Officials from the WWF kept a close 
watch on this rugged blonde wrestler 
and must have liked what they saw 
because they quickly offered him a 
contract. When Greg Valentine decid- 
ed to accept their offer, he couldn't, in 
his wildest dreams, believe the tremen- 
dous recognition that would soon come 
his way. 

When Valentine first arrived on 
the WWF scene, experts predicted a 
bright future. Greg's father Johnny, 
was also an accomplished mat man and 
many felt that the younger Valentine 
had nowhere to go but up since he had 
the finest role model to follow. It 
didn't take Greg long to set his sights 
on world championship belt and with 
a cocksure attitude, challenged the 
new champ, Hulk Hogan, for all the 
marbles. 

The Hulkster was enjoying his first 
title reign and failed to recognize what 
a terrible threat Greg Valentine posed. 
After all, Greg was a true master of the 
figure four leglock and had caught 
many hapless opponents in his deadly 
grip. The two met a number matches 
and despite the weight and strength dif- 
ference between the two men, 
Valentine almost succeeded in taking 
Hogan’s gold. He was a tough cus- 
tomer and quite determined to be the 
new heavyweight champ when all of a 
sudden and without explanation, he 
was pulled from all title matches. The 
top officials of the Federation have 


never publicly given the reason for this 
surprise move and many still speculate 
about the truth of the situation. The 
most popular line of reasoning is that 
WWF promoters actually feared that 
Valentine would beat Hogan. Since the 
promoters wanted to keep Hulk Hogan 
as champion because of his tremendous 
drawing power, they blackballed any- 
body who they considered a serious 
threat to the title. Unfortunately for 
him, Greg Valentine’s name was at the 
top of that list. 

Despite losing his chance at the 
world title, the promoters knew that 
Greg was too good a wrestler to be 
held down for long. “The Hammer” 
quickly went on to seize the 
Intercontinental title and by doing so, 
began a violent feud with the popular 
Tito Santana. The two battled across 
the country for quite some time and 
Intercontinental belt almost changed 
hands many times. The feud was final- 
ly laid to rest when Greg Valentine sent 
Tito Santana to the hospital with a bro- 
ken leg, courtesy of his infamous figure 
four leg lock. 

After his feud with Santana, 
Valentine decided he was ready for a 
change and figured he'd give tag team 
wrestling a try. Greg looked long and 
hard for a partner and finally settled on 
a brash, young upstart by the name of 
Brutus Beefcake. Beefcake, who was 
managed by “Luscious” Johnny 
Valiant, showed great promise but was 
still rough around the edges so 
Valentine decided he would help 
smooth the youngster out, Greg served 
as a mentor of sorts to his eager part- 
ner. He was a leader by example. 
Brutus was a quick learner and two 
became quite a formidable team in no 
time at all. The infamous Johnny Y 
kept a close watch out for his men and 
this trio rapidly became THE team to 
watch out for. 

Valentine and Beefcake, or “The 
Dream Team”, as they were called, 
quickly reached the pinnacle of suc- 
cess. They captured the WWF tag 
team belts from Barry Windham and 
Mike Rotunda in August 1985. The 
two ruled the ring for quite a while, but 
alas, unbeknownst to him, this was the 
end of Valentine’s time in the WWF 
spotlight. They lost the titles and sub- 
sequently split up. Beefcake became 
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Valentine still wants 
YOUR support. 


an immediate fan favorite and went on 
to superstardom while Greg Valentine 
sank lower and lower. He desperately 
tried new tag team partners, a singles 
career and a new manager but none of 
these things brought him any closer to 
the success he desperately craved. 

A feud with Ronnie Garvin in the 


gar 


late eighties helped “The Hammer” get 
some publicity, but after approximately 
one year of seeing these two veterans 
battle over the same thing, the fans 
grew tired and bored. As a result, 
WWF bookers wisely canceled future 
encounters from house shows and Greg 
was back to going nowhere fast. Now, 
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he was lucky to even get a chance to 
strut his stuff in the ring, but unfortu- 
nately, this was no great loss, 
Valentine’s moved appeared slow and 
telegraphed. He was colorless in the 
ring and clearly over the hill. Perhaps 
it was time for this main event caliber 
wrestler to call it quits, while his name 
was still worth something, but Greg 
Valentine was not quite ready for this. 

Desperate to gain back some of the 
precious limelight, Valentine took on 
one of the most ridiculous gimmicks 
ever seen in the WWF. The veteran 
grappler dyed his hair black, carried a 
guitar to the ring and danced before his 
matches. He was the “Blues Man” of a 
tag team with the poorly skilled Honky 
Tonk Man. To say the least, this team 
was terrible. They lost most of their 
matches and practically all of their 
fans. 

Federation officials realized that 
Valentine and Honky Tonk Man were a 
lousy pair and a horrible draw so they 
quietly disbanded the team and it was 
none too soon for Greg. He had want- 
ed to get rid of the lousy gimmick and 
the poor publicity and decided a move 
out of the WWF was the way to go. He 
figured he could build up a fan follow- 
ing again on the independent circuit 
and. hopefully re-enter a bigger promo- 
tion in a blaze of glory. Valentine 
elected to join the UWF, a fast growing 
promotion with national television cov- 
erage. The UWF granted Valentine 
main event status and “The Hammer” 
once again, was in the limelight, but his 
tenure proved to be short lived. 
Shortly after joining the California 


based group, the UWF stopped promot- | 


ing, so once again, Greg Valentine was 
traveling down the road to nowhere. 
Currently, Greg “The Hammer” 
Valentine is back with the WWF. He 
is now a fan favorite and has broken all 
ties with Jimmy Hart and The Honky 
Tonk Man, but this move hasn't done 
him a whole lot of good. Don't expect 
to see much of “The Hammer”. He is 
no longer championship material and 
usually wrestles opening matches 
instead of title bouts. Yes, it's sad but 
true, Greg Valentine is a has-been and 
as the weeks and months pass, he will 
continue to wrestle as just another of 
wrestling’s forgotten stars. О 


These fists have done great 
amounts of damage to hapless 


Valentine and Beefcake were really a “dream” team. 
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THE WRESTLING OBSERVER 
NEWSLETTER: Dave Meltzer ED., 
P.O. Box 1228, Campbell, Ca 95009- 
1228 
Published weekly. $6.00 for four issue. 
This is truly the “grand daddy” of 
all newsletters. The editoris so knowl- 
edgeable that you leam something new 
with every issue. A must for both the 
casual and serious fan alike. 
THE PRO WRESTLING TORCH: 
Wade Keller, ED. P.O. Box 201844, 
Minneapolis, Mn 55420 
Published weekly. $5.00 for 4 issues 
This one is chock full of interest- 
ing features and columns. One look and 
you'll understand why the TORCH is 
so popular. Also, the great color photo 
that accompanies each issue really 
makes this a good buy for your money. 
MATWATCH: Steve Beverly, ED. 16 
Robin Hood Ln, Jackson, Tn 38305 
Published weekly. $5.00 for 5 issues. 
This one offers you insider news, 
results and a comprehensive view of 
the TV weck of wrestling. If you really 
want to keep up on all the latest doings 
in and out of the squared circle, get a 
copy of MATWATCH today. 
LEGDROP: Mike Sawyer, ED. 1515 
South Mojave, Space 107, Las Vegas, 
Nv 89104 
Published weekly. $5.00 for four 
issues. 
This may very well be the best 
newcomer to surface in quite a while. 


52 WRESTLING EYE 


әх 


А 
үз 

жым 
3v 


You get up to the minute, accurate and 
concise news and information with 
every issue. Certainly worth a look, 
CALIFORNIA, WRESTLING 
REPORT: Tony Friedman, ED. 7752 
Calina Way, La Costa, Ca 92009 
Published monthly. $.50 per issue. 

The West Coast wrestling scene is 
covered in depth in this bulletin. 
Results, interviews and ratings are cov- 
ered here. The editor really puts a lot 
of work into every issue. Get а copy 
today, you won’t be disappointed. 
WRESTLING THEN AND NOW: 
Evan Ginzburg, ED. Р.О. Box 471, 
Oakland Gardens Station, Flushing, 
NY 11364 
Published monthly. $1.25 per issue 

If you’re looking for a newsletter 
with a twist, take a look at this one, 
The editor offers you a look at past 
greats and events, while also covering 
today’s mat scene quite well. If you're 
into nostalgia, yet also want to keep on 
top of the wrestling scene, get yourself 
a copy of this one today. 

THE RINGPOST: Francesco 
Castano, ED. 13135 Colton Lane, 
Gaithersburg, Md 20878 

Published bimonthly. $2.00 per issue. 

This bulletin gives you an in depth 
look at all the comings and going of the 
major federations. It is well written 
and chock full of great information. 
Comes with our highest recommenda- 
tion, 


Any material for review 


or other 


>.correspondence can 


be sent to: 


“ FAN CLUB COLUMN 
WRESTLING EYE 
JEMS INC. 
P.O. BOX 138 
MARLBORO, 
N.J. 07746 


WRESTLING WIRE: B. Usouski, 
ED. 85 Bank St Seymour, Ct 06483 
Published approximately 10 times a 
year. $1.80 per issue. „х 

This newsletter been around 
for quite a while and One look will tell 
you why. You'll get results, title 
changes, occasional interviews and cur- 
rent news with each issue. The editor 
is also the president of the Bret Hart 
and Owen Hart fan clubs and has photo 
buttons for sale as well. Write for fur- 
ther details. 
INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING 
NEWS: Frank Shanly, ED. Р.О. Box 
40616, Upper Hutt, New Zealand 
Published monthly. $3.00 per issue. 

The pages of this newsletter are 
full of coverage from, Japan, Mexico 
and the United States. If you want to 
get a newsletter with a foreign flavor, 
get yourself of copy of INTERNA- 
TIONAL WRESTLING NEWS. 
GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS 
SERVICE: Tom Burke, ED. 31 
Groveland St., Springfield, Ma 01108 
Published monthly. $1.50 per issue. 

News, clippings and results round 
out this fine publication. Get a copy 
and find out for yourself why this one 
has been able to be as successful as it 
has been for many years now. 
Definitely recommended. 
WRESTLING CHATTERBOX: 
Georgiann Makropoulos, ED. 23-44- 
30th Dr. Astoria, NY 11364 
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Not Published on any set schedule. 
32.00 per issue. 

Ratings, news and results round 
out this fine bulletin. The editor has a 
great style of writing is quite fun to 
read. Grab a copy today and enjoy. 
U.S. WRESTLING REPORT: 
Joseph Menize III, ED, 668 Main St, 
Suite 195, Wilmington, Ma 01887 
Published biweekly. $3.75 for a four 
issues. 

Here's a bulletin that gives you 
you up to the minute information and a 
real behind the scenes look at the 
wrestling world. The editor also offers 
puzzles, trivia and contests. 


BE BINT pus 


JENNIFER RIGSBY - 10007 
Kedgwick, Shreveport, La 71118 wants 
to hear from fans aged 10-18 who like 
Sting, Ultimate Warrior, Brian Pillman, 
LOD, Rockers, The Von Erichs, Lex 
Luger, the Steiners and The Z-Man, 
Will answer all letters. 

SUSAN HOFFPAUIR - Age 14, 
1200 Loop 336, Apt 68D, Conroe, Tx 
77301 wants to hear from fans of 
Ultimate Warrior, Lex Luger, Sting, 
the Steiners, Brian Pillman and The Z- 
Man and Shawn Michaels and those 
who HATE Ric Flair, Arn Anderson, 
Hulk Hogan, Terry Taylor and Mr. 
Perfect. 

MATT FATA - Age 16, 18 Crotty 
Ave, Yonkers, NY 10704 would like to 
hear from fans of the WWF, especially 
Randy Savage,Ted DiBiase, Hart 
Foundation, Curt Hennig, Jesse 
Ventura and many more. Will answer 
all letters. 

TAMMY J. SAVIGNY - Age 23, 
P.O. Box 1334, Saco, Me 04072 would 
like to hear from wrestling fans of 
Brutus Beefcake and Roddy Piper. 
STACY CREECH - Age 14, P.O. 
Box 457, Kenly, N.C. 27542 would 
like to hear from male fans between the 
ages of 14-17 who like Sting, the 
Steiners, Lex Luger, THe Z-Man and 
Flyin’ Brian. 

RACHEL SUNDERHAUS - Agc 
21, 2296 Millville-Shandon Road, 
Hamilton, Ohio 45013 would like to 
hear from fans of Jake Roberts, Hart 
Foundation, Sting, Flyin’ Brian, Legion 


» 
of Doom, Hulk Hogan, Lex Luger, 


Rock ‘n Roll Express, Ultimate 
Warrior and Power & Glory. 

CHRIS ROBERTS - 103 Walton 
Ave, Smyrna, Tn 37167 would like to 
hear from fans of Jerry Lawler, Hulk 
Hogan, Sid Vicious, LOD, Curt Hennig 
and Jake Roberts. Will answer all let- 


PRETTY GIRLS GET PRETTY NASTY 


FOUR VICIOUS NEW 
WRESTLING/CATFIGHT VIDEOS: 


#1 JAP BIKER VS HARLEY QUEEN: 
THE ULTIMATE CONFRONTATION 

#2 JEALOUS CATFIGHTING VIXENS 

#3 THIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

#4 ROOMMATE FROM HELL 


SPECIAL SMASH INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 
t ' ALL FOUR TAPES ONLY $1001 
y OR ONLY $39.95 EACH! 


ORDER NOWI MC/VISA 
CALL 1-800-334-1177 


ters. 

DEREK PARSONS - Age 17, 1 Toi 
St, Whakatone, New Zealand would 
like to hear from anyone who’s into the 
Ultimate Warrior, Brutus Beefcake, 
Hart Foundation and other good WWF 
wrestlers. О 


Action! Excitement! 
FIGHTING FEMALES. 
unique videocassettes 

& photos 
Raw Wrestling Action 

Brutal Boxing Bouts 

Clawing Cat-lighis 
Mud Madness Matches 


16 page Picture Packed 
Brochure-$3.00 
Send to: 4-F Films, 
P.O. Вох 148121 
Chicago, N. 60614 
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No, it's not a rumor. While other 
professional wrestlers have packed in 
their hopes of scoring it big in the sport 
once learning first hand how physically 
punishing the requirements are, a spe- 
cial class stands alone. As sadistic as 
this may sound, there are those individ- 
uals who thrive on ring violence. The 
original Sheik caused havoc for five 
decades in the arenas brave enough to 
book him and is still going strong while 
Abdullah the Butcher loves nothing 
more than violence and pain. So, when 
these two met in the squared circle of 
the TWA, you can rest assured that the 
blood really flowed and the violence 
was intense, 

What, not get excited when The 
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Sheik and Abdullah are in the same 
building, let alone set to battle each 
other? That just can’t be. This is pro 
wrestling at its best and the stuff that a 
true wrestling fan’s dreams are made 
of. Just when you had thought the last 
of the true ring gladiators had taken to 
a new craft, a couple of familiar faces 
have come along which enables 
wrestling’s interest to soar once again. 
The TWA tries hard to give its 
fans fresh promotional angles and 
makes sure you don’t see the same old 
faces over and over again. In 
America’s free market system, in order 
to be competitive and become success- 
ful, your product must be different. 
The TWA, is headed by Joel Goodhart, 


These two guys are a bloody mess! 


a 37 year native of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He carries the dubious 
distinction of juggling both the promot- 
er and commissioner positions in the 
organization. His secret for success is 
quite simple. He listens to what the 
fans in his wrestling community have 
to say and does his best to accommo- 
date their wishes. Joel is to wrestling 


what room service is to hotel patrons, 


delivering a much awaited meal or 
match with as much professionalism 
and delight as possible. 

The Sheik, in his own way has 
been a delight as much as a mystery 
man since the 195075 and the shadow 
of fear he has been credited with creat- 
ing have never totally faded. Almost 


THE SHEI 


forty years later he’s still going strong. 
Тһе Sheik has done battle throughout 
the entire country, issuing challenges to 
local mat heroes and then moving on 
with little provocation or fanfare. 

Abdullah been known world wide 
for his brutal and barbaric wrestling 
style and the tremendous amounts of 
blood he loses during a match. Pitting 
Abdullah the Butcher against The 
Sheik was literally pitting the two most 
blood thirsty and barbaric competitors 
in the past fifty years against each 
other. From biting open each other’s 
foreheads to attacking without a hint of 
mercy, with objects ranging from forks, 
spoons and pencils, nothing is out of 
bounds for these two grapplers. 


VS ABDULLAH 


BY DONLAIBLE PHOTO BY RICHARD NIEVES 
There'sno denying that the J Vax S 
Original Sheik has lost a i 
few marbles! 
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‚Abdullah uses a camera from a ringside photographer as a weapon. 


This particular match was a prime 
example of what no holds barred really 
means. If wrestling fans enjoy and аге 
in search of diluted wrestling action, 
those individuals know enough to pass 
on witnessing a TWA card. Those in 
attendance in Pennsylvania Hall wit- 
nessing The Sheik in action didn't 
expect any new surprises. Sheer brawl- 
ing that the late Bruiser Brody could 
only possibly have rivaled was what 
the fans expected and what Abdullah 
braced for. The Sheik was the first of 
the combatants to enter the ring with 
his manager Bulldog Brower, and the 
duo looked quite mean and menacing. 

When The Sheik appeared, a hush 
fell over the crowd. The fans were 
enthralled with seeing a legend. As 
The Sheik paced from corner to corner 
and went through his religious ritual of 
Kneeling on a prayer mat and praying 
to Allah his God, those standing were 
abnormally quiet, in awe of the leg- 
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endary mat maniac. With his opposi- 
tion prepared physically and spiritually 
for battle, Abdullah, well above the 
400 pound mark made his way to the 
ting quicker than many can remember 
him doing in years. It was clear by the 
time the combatants were being intro- 
duced, they were as anxious to mix it 
up as the fans were to see it. 

Call them crazy, call them hard- 
core fans but a match of this magnitude 
attracted people from as far away as the 
West Coast. With an attendance gate 
totaling more than $30,000, Goodhart's 
efforts attracted the largest gathering 
for an independent card in the state’s 
history. Hey, there’s no denying that 
The Sheik is past his prime in the ring, 
but still, he wrestled valiantly. Just 
remember, he has never been known as 
a flyer off the ropes or an especially 
imaginative wrestler, but he was good 
enough to hold Abdullah back. When 
the ref ruled the match a double dis- 
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qualification, no one was visibly 
shocked. The twelve minutes of back 
alley brutality was over. However, the 
fans were cheering and demanding 
more. 

Joel Goodhart couldn't hide the 
growing smile on his face. Not 
because of the enthusiasm of the crowd 
but because he made good on his 
promise to pit The Sheik against 
Abdullah, and his efforts were appreci- 
ated. TWA officials would be the first 
to admit the leading contributor for the 


N š 


This one match that many thought they would never see. 


ver 


large turn out last March 2, 1991 had 
much to do with The Sheik’s presence. 
Old time wrestling fans were hoping to 
see the magic he has been known to 
create between the ring ropes one more 
time. Younger fans who had seen his 
pictures in magazines over the years 
but never had the opportunity to see 
him in person just couldn't pass up the 
chance of doing so and wanted to judge 
for themselves if indeed The Sheik 
behaved as the animal they were told 
he was. 


When members of the wrestling 
media speak with fans in arenas, many 
speak about greats such as Lou Thesz, 
Verne Gagne and Bruno Sammartino 
holding on to their championship belts 
for what seemed to be decades. Let's 
not forget that The Sheik hasn't bee 
stripped of his United States title since 
capturing it years back and his career 
hasn't been a case of just pulverizing 
no-names. You don't have to agree 
with his conduct in the ring but you 
can’t dismiss his winnings over the 


likes of Pampero Firpo, Johnny 
Valentine and the Funk Brothers as just 
luck. Abdullah is in the same category 
as the above greats, unorthodox, but a 
main eventer anywhere, so this particu- 
Jar match generatéd a great deal of 
excitement. In fact, other wrestlers 
booked on the TWA card made their 
way to the ring to catch as much of the 
action as possible. 

It's this type of atmosphere that 
motivates Goodhart. He's as much a 
fan as those who attend his promotions. 
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i H , welcome to another insightful 
column 
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. Have to tell you my 
views on this year's Wrestlemania 
extravaganza even though you're all 
probably sick of hearing about it by 
now. WHAT A DISGRACE! How 


У could VINCE MCMAHON think tha. 


the wrestling public would accept the 


Rx fact that SGT SLAUGHTER changed 


his ways and turned bad?!! It was so 


4 ridiculous. Guess it was just a way for 
J the Federation to renew interest in 


HULK HOGAN. The timing was per- 


ы fect for them. America was at war and 


the WWF was going to profit from it 
any way they could. It didn’t matter if 
lives were being lost, all that matter 
was the mighty dollar. I sincerely hope 
that VINCE learned something from 
this fiasco and won't try to capitalize 


A on anything so tragic as war again. 


OK, enough preaching . . . THE 


$ SOUTHERN BOYS have changed 
{ their names to THE YOUNG PIS- 


TOLS in respect for Steve’s dad, 
“BULLET” BOB ARMSTRONG. 
Either way, these guys are a great team 

. BRUTUS BEEFCAKE is back 
and wrestling under a steel mask in the 
WWF. He has been known either as 


{ THE MASKED AVENGER or THE 


MARINER. He has to wear the mask 
because of the facial injuries he sus- 
tained in last year's boating accident. 
Look for the WWF to sanction this 
mysterious new wrestler very shortly 
... BOBBY EATON is back and he’s 
better than even in the WCW! 


EATON just signed a two year con- 
tract so look for more great things from 
this high flyer... PAUL BEARER, 
new manager of THE UNDERTAK- 
ER, is really PERCY PRINGLE from 
the WCW. These two are a great duo. 
The WCW was really crazy to let 
MARL CALOWAY go. When they 
lost him, the WWF gained THE 
UNDERTAKER! . . . THE WWF was 
trying to cut a deal with RICK 
STEINER. Seems they liked his style 
of wrestling and felt he will fit right in, 
but RICK and his brother SCOTT just 
resigned for a year with the WCW. Oh 
well, VINCE, better luck next year, 
Look for THE WARLORD, TUG- 

BOAT THOMAS and POWER & | 
GLORY to be leaving the WWF quite 
shortly, if they're not already gone by | 
the time you read this. TUGBOAT, 

who is related to DUSTY RHODES, 

will probably appear in the WCW in 
the not too distant future . . . THE 
VIKING is none other than YUKON 
JOHN NORD ... RICKY STEAM- 
BOAT is a welcome addition in the 
WWF. His new ‘dragon’ gimmick is 
really hot! STEAMBOAT will be the 
Federation’s next Intercontinental 
champion very, very soon . .. MISSY 
HYATT will be seen around WCW 
rings for another year and may try her 
hand at managing. Her first clients 
may be BRIAN PILLMAN or RON 
SIMMONS . . . Check out HULK 
HOGAN’S new movie, SUBURBAN 
COMMANDO. It’s scheduled for an 


Aug 28 release . . . SID VICIOUS is 
really stirring things up in the WCW 
and the top brass are quite pleased. 
They will be giving him a tremendous 
push and will probably groom him as 
RIC FLAIR’S next successor, since 
LEX LUGER and STING have fallen 
short... The ТУА is garnering a lot of 
Support and is gaining a reputation for 
presenting quality matches, President 


ROB RUSSEN is currently looking to 
promote his product overseas. Well, 
gotta run and get ready for the beach, 
the sun and waves. Catch you all next 
month! Q 
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W.W.F. 
CHAMP-HULK HOGAN 


1. Mr. Perfect 

2. The Ultimate Warrior 
3, Sgt. Slaughter 

4. The Undertaker 

5. Ted Dibiase 

6. Big Bossman 

7. Jake Roberts 

8, Earthquake 

9. Davey Boy Smith 
10. Tugboat Thomas 
11. Roddy Piper 

12. The Texas Tornado 
13. The Barbarian 

14, Hacksaw Duggan 
15. The Warlord 


W.C.W. 
CHAMP-RIC FLAIR 


1. Sting 

2. Lex Luger 

3, Tatsumi Fuginami \ 
4. Sid Vicious Y 
5. Am Anderson \ 
6. Scott Steiner \ 
7. Brain Pillman f 
8. Rick Steiner j 
9. Terry Taylor 

10. El Gigante { 
11. $!ап Напзеп É 
12. Danny Spivey £ 
13. Big Van Vader 

14. Larry Zbyszko 

15. Tommy Rich 


1.W.A. 
CHAMP-MANNY FERNANDEZ 


1. Ivan Koloff 

2. Jules Strongbow 

3. Preston Steele 

4. Cowboy Bob Orton 
5. Kevin Von Erich 
6. Derrick Dukes 

7. Cousin Luke 

8. Thunderfoot 

9. D.C. Drake 
10. Col. DeBeers 
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N.C.W. 
CHAMP-JOHNNY RODZ 


1. Nikolai Volkoff 

2. Iron Mike Sharpe 

3. S.D. Jones 

4. Cousin Luke 

5. Afa the Wild Samoan 
6. Big Sweet William 
7. Mondo Kleen 

8. The Cheetah Kid 

9. The Tasmanian Devil 
10. Tommy Norton 


BYE WRESTLING EYE’S 


Sting is the #1 contender in the WCW. 


N.W.F. 


1. Abdullah the Butcher 
2. Cousin Luke 

3. Jules Strongbow 

4. Sika the Wild Samoan 
5. Col. DeBeers 

6. Larry Winters 

7. The Executioner 

8. Dusty Wolfe 

9. Mr. Anthony 
10. Johnny Rotten 


U.S.W.A. 
CHAMP-JERRY LAWLER 


1. Terry Funk 

2. Jeff Jarrett 

3. Steve Keirn 

4. Stan Lane 

5. Dick Murdoch 
6. Eddie Gilbert 
7. Tom Pritchard 
8. Chris Adams 
9. Eric Embry 
10. Jeff Gaylord 


WORLD WOMEN’S RATINGS 


1, Lady X 

2. Misty Blue 

3. Kat Leroux 

4. The Magnificent Mimi 
5. Madusa Miceli 

6. Linda Dallas 

7. Bambi 

8. Terry Power 

9. Susan Sexton 

10. Malia Hosaka 


TOP TEN MANAGERS 


1, Bobby Heenan 

2. General Adnan 

3. Paul Bearer 

4. Jimmy Hart 

5. Sensational Sherri 

6. Diamond Dallas Page 
7. Jim Cornette 

8. Teddy Long 


9. John Tolos 
10. Mr. Fuji 


TOP 15 TAG TEAMS 


1. The Steiners 

2. Legion of Doom 

3. The Nasty Boys 

4. The Rockers 

5. The Freebirds 

6. Demolition 

7. Power & Glory 

8. Hiro Hase & Kensuki Sasaki 
9. The Orient Express 
10. The Fabulous Ones 
11, The Young Pistols 
12. The Hart Foundation 
13. The Bushwackers 
14. The Malenkos 

15. The Dream Warriors 


TOP 15 (rated by wrestling 
ability) 


1. Mr. Perfect 

2. Shawn Michaels 

3. Ric Flair 

4. Terry Funk 

5. Scott Steiner 

6. Bret Hart 

7. Ted DiBiase 

8. Roddy Piper 

9. Barry Windham 

10. Am Anderson 

11. Pat Tanaka 

12. Lex Luger 

13. Cactus Jack 

14. Jerry Lawler 

15. The Cheetah Kid 
DEN wagen 


STEVE AUSTIN 


"STUNNING" THE COMPETITION 


BYDONLAIBLE 


Steve strikes a pose with his stunning valet, Jeanne. 

е'з a superstar under construction, 

Со ahead, clap and cheer him on, 
it’ s okay. He's just proven that you 
don't have to wrestle on national tele- 
vision week after week to be accepted 
as a talented pro. “Stunning” Steve 
Austin is really making a name for 
himself and mat veterans in the Dallas- 
Fort Worth area are willing to bet their 
bottom dollar that Austin may be the 
second coming of Sting. Tall order to 
fill you think, but Austin has all the 
necessary ingredients. Just ask some- 
one who has witnessed his growth over 
the past two years. Austin is no longer 
wrestling’s best kept secret, his skills 
won't allow it. 

“Stunning” Steve Austin was faced 
with some tough decisions early in his 
career. Should he do all within his 
power to continue to be a crowd pleas- 
er and play second fiddle to a host of 
other established mat stars or should he 
experiment on his own and capitalize 
on his mood swings and see where they 
would take him? Being an adventurous 
kind of guy, Austin opted for the latter 
choice and hasn’t regretted the route 
that he chose. “Stunning” Steve has 

` been the first to admit that his career 
has experienced several twists since he 
changed his ways and with each match 
under his belt, he has gained more con- 
fidence and firmly believes that he will 
wear gold one day soon. 

Steve burst onto the Texas scene 
with a real bang. While campaigning 
for the United States Wrestling 
Association, a beautiful, leggy blonde, 
Jeanne Clarke accompanied him as his 
valet to all the arenas. What’s so 
strange about that you say? Well 
here’s the twist; Clarke is the ex-wife 
of Austin’s mentor, world renowned 
wrestler “Gentleman” Chris Adams of 
England. That’s right, “Stunning” 
Steve was the first student to graduate 
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with honors from Adams’ wrestling 
school in Dallas, Texas. When he and 
Jeanne became a ring twosome, rumors 
began to run rampant, as you can imag- 
ine, Some wrestlers said fame went 
right to Austin’s bead causing an atti- 
tude change, while others put the blame 
for his new “bad boy” image on his 
valet playing mind games with him, not 
revealing her true intentions. 

Chris Adams and his beautiful 
wife Toni, who serves as her husband's 
valet, quickly became engaged in a 
long, painful and at times embarrassing 
feud (especially for the women) with 
Austin and Clarke. The change of 
heart certainly hurt Adams emotional- 
ly, he had big plans for his prized 
pupil. The feud became intense very 
quickly and in a matter of weeks, the 
USWA followers didn't want to con- 
centrate on long time area athletes 
Kevin Von Erich, Iceman King Parsons 
or The Angel of Death. Austin, Clarke 
and Chris and Toni Adams were the 
hot, new attractions. Their mixed tag 
team matches were all the folks in the 
Southwest were willing to pay top dol- 
lar to see and judging by their reac- 
tions, no one ever went home feeling 
cheated. 

Then promoters outside of the 
USWA took the intriguing feud on the 
road throughout the great state of 
Texas. The foursome battled almost 
nightly yet there was still no end in 
sight to the wild brawls and cat fights 


that ensued. When Chris and Steve's ` 


friendship ended, they both immediate- 
ly redefined their career objectives, 
resisting the most attractive offers for 
them to individually battle other chal- 
lengers. No sir,they were sticking to 
each other like bees to honey. 
However, both soon realized that they 
would have to take on a limited number 
of different opponents in order to keep 
their skill sharp. 

In Gainesville, Texas, Austin took 
on Steve Simpson last December, and 
was stunned to the point of a rare 
defeat, not because of his opponent, but 
because of Santa Claus! Throughout 
the match, Santa who was at ringside 
distributing candy to the children, 
made it a point to distract Steve. When 
Austin was caught off-guard, Simpson 
rolled him up for the pin. Austin, who 


Chris Adams and his wife 


was quickly consoled in the ring by 
Jeanne became even more livid when 
Chris Adams exposed himself as Santa 
after the three count. It seems that 
these two will stop at nothing to humil- 
iate and hurt each other. 

The Texas Wrestling Federation 
has secured “Stunning” Steve’s ser- 
vices on a regular basis. “The 


California Stud” Rod Price, 
“Hollywood” John Tatum and Cowboy 
Tony Falk are his closest associates in 
the TWF and they have been accused 
of being bad influences in contributing 
to his break-up with Adams. But, 
whatever the case may be, and for 
whatever reason the two parted compa- 
ny the burning questions remain, who’s 
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d with who the most and why? 

it jealousy on Chris Adams’ 

© part, seeing Jeanne working alongside 

Austin or is it something as simple as 

“Stunning” Steve stiffing his former 

coach with a bad check when paying 

for his wrestling education? Only the 
two of them have the answers. 

“Steve Austin may not look it but 
as far as I'm concerned he’s as danger- 
ous as Abdullah the Butcher,” Playboy 
Gary Hart stated. “He's physically 
more powerful than he was a year ago 
and is very serious about becoming a 
world champion. Once Steve gets 
through with Chris Adams, there may 
be an opponent shortage for him, 
because he is so nasty. Nobody is real 
eager about messing with him.” Well, 
whatever the case may be, fans in the 
Texas area had better get comfortable 
with “Stunning” Steve Austin’s face 
because he plans on being around 
wrestling for decades to come, whether 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

I just had to write and let you 
know what I thought of the main event 
at this year's Wrestlemania show. First 
off, I found it utterly appalling that the 
WWF would use something as serious 
as the Persian Gulf War for their own 
money-making purpose. It seems like 


j they didn't care about the men and 


women that were risking their lives in 
the Middle East, All they saw was way 
to make a quick buck. It was disgust- 
ing. 

Sgt Slaughter has always stood for 
truth, justice and the American way, so 
you can imagine my disbelief when 1 
saw him in his new role. It was totally 
ludicrous because Slaughter doesn't 
even make a convincing enemy. When 
Поок at him, I see a mean but fair for- 
mer U.S. drill sergeant, not an Iraqi 
supporter. As for Hulk Hogan, as far 
as І was concerned, he already had one 
foot out the door and I was glad to see 
him go. The only reason he was 
brought in to face Slaughter was 
because the WWF figured he was the 
only wrestler who draw in enough 


sh money to satisfy their greedy pockets. 


They should have left well enough 
alone and let Hogan retire gracefully. 
The whole WWF is really getting more 
and more ridiculous every day and I 
think they have probably lost a lot fans 
because of their latest and lousiest gim- 
mick. 


Jane Grenly 
Camden, NJ 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 


I just want to clear something up. 


Rick Sharp wrote in and said he 
thought the Ultimate Warrior could 
beat Lou Thesz, Buddy Rogers ans 
Bruno Sammartino. Well, he is totally 
wrong. I wrestled in high school and 
have seen and have taken many huge 
football players down to the mat with 
ease because of their lack of knowl- 
edge of wrestling. These guys were 
much bigger and stronger than most of 
us wrestlers but because of our train- 
ing, these huge, strong guys were at our 
mercy on the mat, 

To get to the point, if high 
school wrestlers can do that to much 
bigger guys, what do you think trained 
professionals with the knowledge and 
experience of a Thesz, Rogers or 
Sammartino would do to an unskilled 
idiot like the Ultimate Warrior. Rick is 
right, it would be like a child wrestling 
an adult but in reverse; the Warrior 
would be the child and the true legends 
of the ring would be the adults, 


Tom Kenesky 
River Rouge, Mi 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

I am writing in the hopes that you 
can help me out. My girlfriend is relat- 
ed to man named Jim Wyatt who wres- 
Пей in the 1950s as “Gypsy” Joe 
Wyatt. He has recently been unable to 
find footage of any of his taped match- 
es. 

So, if any readers of WRESTLING 
EYE can get some of these matches, it 
would be greatly appreciated. Please 
contact me at at following address: Jon 
Gillum 5756 Yawger Rd 

Battle Creek, Mi 49017 


SEND ALL 
LETTERS TO: 
WRESTLING 
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ATT: EDITOR 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

I'm writing to tell you of an AAW 
card that took place in Jersey City 
recently that pitted the Iraqi Sheik, who 
looked very familiar, against, well, I 
think his name was Powerhouse 
Murphy. Murphy may want to take 
some advice and change his name 
because that night he was totally 
restructured by the Iraqi Sheik. 

The Sheik reminds me of another 
wrestler, The Maniac, from the IWA. I 
think it would be very exciting to put 
‘The Maniac up against The Iraqi Sheik, 
especially in a steel cage. If this match 
were ever to happen, all pay-per-views 
would be put on hold and the world 
would stand still to see the outcome! 


Pedro Sanchez 
Jersey City, NJ 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

I think that it’s’s time for Hulk 
Hogan to retire. He should step aside 
and give some of the newer and 
younger wrestlers a chance to take the 
gold. I was really happy when the 
Ultimate Warrior was champ because I 
figured we'd finally get to see some 
new matches. Now that Hogan is 
wearing the heavyweight belt again, we 
are once again seeing the same tired 
moves and the same aging champion. 
He’s been around for too long and he 
has really slowed down. C'mon 
Hogan, exit the sport gracefully and 
give someone else a chance. I would 
love to see Mr. Perfect or The Texas 
Tornado become the new Heavyweight 
champs. They would sure give any 
challenger a good run for the money! 


Sandra Gold 
Boston, Ma 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

My name is Marc and I buy 
WRESTLING EYE all the time. The 
color photos are some of the best 
around. I am a fan of womens 
wrestling and I love all the stories you 
do on them. I would like to see an 
interview with my favorite women 
wrestlers like Debbie Combs, Misty 
Blue and the Magnificent Mimi, so 
keep up the god work and keep those 
stories on the ladies coming! 


Marc Pecoraro 
Fair Lawn, NJ 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

I am a big fan of your magazine 
and I’m totally mad for WWF 
wrestling. My favorites include the 
Hart Foundation, Rockers, Warrior and 
Texas Tomado. In England we receive 
two hour long programs each week via 
satellite and I always watch faithfully. 
I think the action is top notch and the 
wrestlers themselves are so cute. I 
wish we could see more live shows 
here, but until that day comes, I'll be 
content with reading my all time 
favorite mag - WRESTLING EYE and 
catching all the action from American 
wrestling television shows. 


Liza Denton 
Leeds, England 


AN x 
Will the Ultimate Warrior even be champ again. 
Write and let us know what you think. 


С and B Videos 


A Bizarre Journey into the World of Female Wrestling 


MU-1 Alissi/Bob, Alissa challenges an office 
coworker. Watch this 5-8 beauty surprise 


everyone, 30 minutes of fast & furious fun. 


W-1 Nikki/Kendall. Kendall shows surprise 
at getting caught between Nikki's powerful 
legs, a look turning quickly to terror as the 
pretty bodybuilder calmly tightens the grip... 

and it's almost the end of the story...almost... 
(30 minutes) 


MU-2 Bob thinks he can take on anything, 
We'll see. 30 minutes of unbelievable action. 
Nikki, Zara & Claudeen, Alissa referees. 


W-2 Zara/Claudeen. The aggressive fury of 
two women who have never wrestled before. 
First is awkwardness, then frustration, then 
anger...and it was all we could do to stop it! 
(25 minutes) 


835% per tape (+ 2.50 Postage) US Funds 
Please Add $15® for PAL 
(All correspondence and fan mail will be forwarded.) 


An Айша Wright Production! 


Checks and Money Orders to: 
Сапа В Video 

PO Box 61097 

Seattle, Wash. 98121 


VHS__BETA__PAL__ 
мул миа WW 


Total enclosed $. 


Wrestling Eye! 


Subscribe Toda | 
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A DIABOLICAL MIND AT WORK! 
BY RICHARD NIEVES 


Woman is always one step ahead when it comes 
lo business. 


Decked out if all white, 
Woman looks like а heavenly 
body. (photo By Schultz) 


Woman checks the files for new recruits. 


Her smile is sweet but her ways are evil. 


72 WRESTLING EYE 


Don't let the 
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BY ED HASKELL 


WENDI RICHTER Wim Richter. A forgouen name 


THE CHAMP IS BACK!! 


you say. A person who has drift- 
ed into the forgotten land of wrestling’s 
twilight zone never to be seen again. 
Not true, in fact Miss Richter is on 
comeback trail and she is blazing quite 
Wendi poses in front of the Parthenon in an impressive path. No stranger to the 
1 Athens, Greece. mat, Wendi, of course, held the 
W.W.F. ladies championship title after 
she defeated the legendary Fabulous 
Moolah. In 1987 she was voted one of 
the top ten female athletes in the world 
and today Wendi Richter is still regard- 
ed by a majority of wrestling experts 
and the wrestling public alike as one of 
the greatest and innovative lady 
wrestlers of our time. 

Wendi's return to wrestling was 
made possible with the help of the 
National Wrestling Federation. The 
N.W.F. is an organization that also 
promotes a resurgence in pro wrestling 
not only on the homefront but interna- 
tionally as well. Most recently the 
N.W.F. promoted it's first international 
show in Athens, Greece. “Wendi 
Richter was chosen as our good will 
ambassador for the N.W.F. Wendi rep- 
resents U.S. wrestling finer than any 
other competitor. She has broken the 
barriers for ladies’ wrestling in the 
U.S., and now from a global aspect she 
has been instructive in the movement 
of ladies wrestling world wide. 
Women wrestling in Greece is 
unthought of, until now,” stated 
N.W.F. president Mike Dano. 
“Currently Wendi is our N.W.F. ladies 
champion, and she wears the title well, 
not only defending the belt in the U.S. 
but internationally as well.” 

Wendi Richter, the diplomat, had a 
lot of responsibilities to uphold in 
Athens. She had to not only represent 
U.S. wrestling in a suitable fashion but 
represent her country as well. “I'm so 
thrilled I was invited to partake in this 
historic event in Athens,” she said. 
“This was a turning point in not only 
the N.W.F. and my career, but the 
nation of Greece as well. This is the 
first wrestling promotion that Greece 
has seen in over ten years and since 
Greece is where the roots of wrestling 
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all began, it was indeed an honor to be 
a part of such a milestone achieve- 


The event was promoted by 
Andreas Sports Promotions of Athens, 
Greece. Andreas Sports Promotions 
has a very respected reputation in 
Athens, promoting various rock con- 
certs and sporting events. “We've рго- 
moted many events including such acts 
as Jerry Lee Lewis, Whitney Houston, 
The Philadelphia Philharmonic, the 
Harlem Globetrotters and others, but I 
have never seen a reaction to one show 
or one person with such enthusiasm 
than to that of Wendi Richter and the 
National Wrestling Federation,” said 
Andreas Promotions officials. 

Тһе night’s activities took place at 
the Peace and Friendship Stadium, the 
site of the 1996 Olympics. In front of 
7,000 screaming fans, Wendi success- 
fully countered the Angel of Death’s 
challenge in less than ten minutes. On 
that evening Wendi retained her 
N.W.F. Ladies Championship, but 
there are many more challenges in the 
future. “I’ve been notified I’ll be seeing 
some real tough competition in the 
upcoming months and I honestly can’t 
wait! I’m gonna prove to everyone that 
Wendi Richter means business!” said 
the N.W.F. Ladies champ and one 
thing is certain, she means it! О 


Wendi and promoter Mr Andreas smile for the fans. 
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